EQUALIZING COACH BATTERIES

2003 Ultimate Advantage

1. Never equalize gel batteries or maintenance free batteries.

2. The batteries should be fully charged (charger in "float" mode) and near ambient temperature before beginning an equalize charging cycle.

3. There should be a sufficient amount of electrolyte in each cell to cover the plates, but do not top-off each cell until after equalizing. Full cells may "spit" electrolyte during the process.

4. Leave the caps on each cell. It is a good idea to lay a paper towel over the caps. This makes it easy to spot a cell that may start spitting electrolyte, and will soak up the liquid if this does happen.

5. Open compartment doors and pull out house battery tray (on left) to ensure sufficient ventilation for batteries. Avoid smoking or generating sparks or flame near the batteries during equalizing.

6. All DC loads on the batteries should be turned OFF (this includes heating and cooling as thermostats and igniters require DC power) and disconnected. The easiest way to disconnect DC powered items is to use the battery disconnect switch by the entry door. Since the battery voltage will be higher than normal during the charge cycle, some DC equipment could be damaged if left ON. While the battery disconnect switch is tripped, you will not have lights, power to refrigerator control board, or power to thermostats (therefore refrigerator, a/c, heat pumps, and furnaces will not operate …not even on LP). 
7.  Begin equalizing by first turning ON the charger and waiting until it goes into the float mode. 

     - Then press the SETUP button and hold it until the SETUP LED begins to flash. 

- Release the SETUP button and immediately press both the SETUP and CHARGE buttons simultaneously and hold apx five seconds until the 3 battery LEDs begin to flash in sequence 

     - To terminate the equalizing cycle and force the charger into float mode, press the CHARGER button.

8. The cycle will automatically terminate after 8 hours or if AC input power to the charger is interrupted.

9. After the equalizing cycle has completed, check fluid levels in each battery, topping off as necessary.
